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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is a response to communications filed on July 3, 2008. 

2. Claims 1-16 are pending in this application. Claims 1,11, and 14 are currently 
amended. 

3. This application is a continuation of US Application No. 09/515,032, claiming benefit to 
provisional Application No. 60/185,202, filed on March 6, 2000. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shteyn 
(Patent No. 6,199,136) in view of Hylton et al (U.S. Patent 5,630,204, hereinafter Hylton). 

6. With respect to claim 1, Shteyn discloses a system for event driven content installation 
on a network device over a data network (column 2, lines 66-67; column 3, lines 1-24), the 
system comprising: 

a network device (column 2, lines 32-34, set top box) detecting a change in a 
configuration of the network device (column 2, lines 66-67, column 3, lines 1-3) and 
transferring information regarding the configuration change (column 3, lines 4-7, obtain this 
information from the registry); 
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a remote server receiving the information regarding the configuration change (column 3, 
lines 4-7, registry) and in response to the information received (column 8, lines 38-43, state 
changes in the network), searching a database for content (column 8, lines 38-43, query a 
directory) (i) corresponding to the configuration change (column 8, lines 38-43, notify network 
102 of events and state changes in network) and (ii) supporting the configuration change to the 
network device (column 7, lines 14-18, setting their properties), by comparing the information 
received to content stored in the database (column 7, lines 37-40, query interface), and (iii) to 
be downloaded to the network device (column 7, lines 55-62, uploaded bytecode); 

the remote server sending a message (column 4, lines 2-4) notifying the network device 
of a location of the content (column 3, lines 66-67; column 4, lines 1-4, provides a directory 
service) corresponding to the configuration change (column 8, lines 38-43, state changes in the 
network); 

the network device requesting download (column 4, lines 35-36, upload) of the content at 
the location identified in the message (column 8, lines 38-43, directory); and 

the remote server downloading the content to the network device in response to the 
request (column 4, lines 36-37, uploaded). 

But does not disclose two different network paths. 

However, Hylton discloses a first network path transferring information regarding a 
configuration (column 22, lines 49-57, out-of-band downstream signaling channel) and a 
second network path transferring content resulting from a configuration change (column 7, lines 
36-40, X.25 data network; column 8, lines 25-29, download executable program code), 
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whereby installation instructions are sent via the first path in parallel to the content transfer 

(column 22, lines 49-57, controlling software). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the teachings of Shteyn with the teachings of Hylton. The motivation to combine 
being, to increase the efficiency of the system by maintaining separate paths on which to transfer 
data pertaining to particular tasks. 

7. With respect to claim 2, the combination of Shteyn and Hylton discloses the system of 
claim 1, Shteyn further discloses wherein the configuration change of the network device is an 
addition of hardware (column 3, lines 1-3) associated with the network device (column 7, lines 
18-21). 

8. With respect to claim 3, the combination of Shteyn and Hylton discloses the system of 
claim 2, Shteyn further discloses wherein the content is a driver (column 8, line 17), application 
program (column 3, line 25), configuration file (column 8, lines 12-17, modifying operation is 
converted into a command), registry data (column 3, lines 4-7) or promotion (column 3, lines 
51-53, advertise its capabilities) associated with the additional hardware (column 7, lines 12- 
18, associated device) and which corresponds to the configuration change (column 7, lines 12- 
18, state change). 
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9. With respect to claim 4, the combination of Shteyn and Hylton discloses the system of 
claim 1, Shteyn further discloses wherein the configuration change is a removal of hardware 
(column 3, lines 1-3) associated with the network device (column 7, lines 18-21). 

10. With respect to claim 5, the combination of Shteyn and Hylton discloses the system of 
claim 4, Shteyn further discloses wherein an uninstall program for removal of software (column 
2, lines 66-67; column 3, lines 1-3) associated with the removed hardware (column 7, lines 18- 
21). 

11. With respect to claim 6, the combination of Shteyn and Hylton discloses the system of 
claim 1, Shteyn further discloses wherein the content is a driver (column 8, line 17), application 
program (column 3, line 25), configuration file (column 8, lines 12-17, modifying operation is 
converted into a command), registry data (column 3, lines 4-7) or promotion (column 3, lines 
51-53, advertise its capabilities). 

12. With respect to claim 7, the combination of Shteyn and Hylton discloses the system of 
claim 1 , Shteyn further discloses the remote server comprises a bulk download manager that 
downloads the content to the network device (column 7, lines 51-53, calls). 

13. With respect to claim 8, the combination of Shteyn and Hylton discloses the system of 
claim 1, Shteyn further discloses wherein the remote server comprises a system manager 
(column 2, lines 66-67; column 3, lines 1-3, event manager) that receives the information 
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regarding the configuration change (column 2, lines 66-67; column 3, lines 1-3, changes in the 
network configuration) and sends the message notifying the network device of the location of 
the content in the database (column 3, lines 66-67; column 4, lines 1-4, provides a directory 
service). 

14. With respect to claim 9, the combination of Shteyn and Hylton discloses the system of 
claim 1, Shteyn further discloses wherein the network device comprises a system agent that 
detects the change in the configuration of the network device (column 7, lines 14-18, state 
change) and transfers information regarding the configuration change (column 7, lines 18-20, a 
command is sent to the associated device). 

15. With respect to claim 10, the combination of Shteyn and Hylton discloses the system of 
claim 1, Shteyn further discloses wherein the network device comprises a bulk download agent 
that requests the download of the content (column 7, lines 51-53, calls). 

16. With respect to claim 11, Shteyn discloses a method for event driven content installation 
on a network device over a data network (column 2, lines 66-67; column 3, lines 1-24), the 
method comprising: 

detecting a change in a configuration (column 2, lines 66-67, column 3, lines 1-3) of a 
network device (column 2, lines 32-34, set top box); 
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transferring information regarding the configuration change (column 3, lines 4-7, obtain 
this information from the registry) to a remote server (column 3, lines 4-7, obtain this 
information from the registry); 

receiving a message from the remote server (column 4, lines 2-4) that provides a location 
in a database (column 3, lines 66-67; column 4, lines 1-4, provides a directory service) of 
content which has been searched for (column 8, lines 38-43, query a directory) in response to 
the information transferred (column 3, lines 4-7, obtain this information from the registry), the 
content (i) corresponding to the configuration change (column 8, lines 38-43, notify network 
102 of events and state changes in network) and (ii) supporting the configuration change to the 
network device (column 7, lines 14-18, setting their properties); 

downloading the content from the database location identified in the message (column 4, 
lines 36-37, uploaded); and 

But does not disclose two different network paths. 

However, Hylton discloses a first network path transferring information regarding a 
configuration (column 22, lines 49-57, out-of-band downstream signaling channel) and a 
second network path transferring content resulting from a configuration change (column 7, lines 
36-40, X.25 data network; column 8, lines 25-29, download executable program code), 
whereby installation instructions are sent via the first path in parallel to the content transfer 
(column 22, lines 49-57, controlling software). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the teachings of Shteyn with the teachings of Hylton. The motivation to combine 
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being, to increase the efficiency of the system by maintaining separate paths on which to transfer 
data pertaining to particular tasks. 



17. With respect to amended claim 12, the combination of Shteyn and Hylton discloses the 
method of claim 11, Shteyn further discloses wherein the configuration change of the network 
device is an addition or removal of hardware (column 3, lines 1-3) associated with the network 
device (column 7, lines 18-21) 

18. With respect to amended claim 13, the combination of Shteyn and Hylton discloses the 
method of claim 11, Shteyn further discloses wherein the content is driver (column 8, line 17), 
application program (column 3, line 25), configuration file (column 8, lines 12-17, modifying 
operation is converted into a command), registry data (column 3, lines 4-7) or promotion 
(column 3, lines 51-53, advertise its capabilities) which corresponds to the configuration 
change (column 7, lines 12-18, state change). 

19. With respect to amended claim 14, Shteyn discloses a method for event driven content 
installation on a network device over a data network (column 2, lines 66-67; column 3, lines 1- 
24), the method comprising: 

receiving the information from a remote network device (column 2, lines 32-34, set top 
box; column 6, lines 58-59) regarding a change in a configuration (column 2, lines 66-67, 
column 3, lines 1-3) of the remote network device (column 2, lines 66-67, column 3, lines 1-3); 
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in response to the information received, searching a database for content (column 8, lines 
38-43, query a directory) (i) corresponding to the configuration change (column 8, lines 38-43, 
notify network 102 of events and state changes in network) and (ii) supporting the configuration 
change to the network device (column 7, lines 14-18, setting their properties), by comparing 
the information received to content stored in the database (column 7, lines 37-40, query 
interface); 

sending a message to the network device (column 4, lines 2-4) including a location of the 
content (column 3, lines 66-67; column 4, lines 1-4, provides a directory service) corresponding 
to the configuration change (column 8, lines 38-43, state changes in the network); 

receiving a request for a download of the content (column 4, lines 35-36, upload) at the 
location (column 8, lines 38-43, directory); 

downloading the content to the remote network device in response to the request (column 
4, lines 36-37, uploaded); and 

But does not disclose two different network paths. 

However, Hylton discloses a first network path transferring information regarding a 
configuration (column 22, lines 49-57, out-of-band downstream signaling channel) and a 
second network path transferring content resulting from a configuration change (column 7, lines 
36-40, X.25 data network; column 8, lines 25-29, download executable program code), 
whereby installation instructions are sent via the first path in parallel to the content transfer 
(column 22, lines 49-57, controlling software). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the teachings of Shteyn with the teachings of Hylton. The motivation to combine 
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being, to increase the efficiency of the system by maintaining separate paths on which to transfer 
data pertaining to particular tasks. 

20. With respect to claim 15, the combination of Shteyn and Hylton discloses the method of 
claim 14, Shteyn further discloses wherein the configuration change of the network device is an 
addition or removal of hardware (column 3, lines 1-3) associated with the remote network 
device (column 7, lines 18-21) 

21. With respect to claim 16, the combination of Shteyn and Hylton discloses the method of 
claim 14, Shteyn further discloses wherein the content is a driver (column 8, line 17), 
application program (column 3, line 25), configuration file (column 8, lines 12-17, modifying 
operation is converted into a command), registry data (column 3, lines 4-7) or promotion 
(column 3, lines 51-53, advertise its capabilities) which corresponds to the configuration 
change (column 7, lines 12-18, state change). 

Response to Arguments 

22. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1-16 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

23 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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24. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
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The examiner can normally be reached on M-R: 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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